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Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one's life for one's friends.”
-- John 15:13

Do you realize how much God treasures you? And even more so, do you realize how much
God values a great, close relationship with you? I think a lot of us have noticed relationships being
strained over these last few months. The big kicker is the epidemic. Because of travel being limited,
access to hospitals and other care facilities basically being shut down to all but patients and residents, social distancing and other factors, people aren’t able to be face to face nearly as much. Not
being able to attend church in person for a while combined with Sunday School classes and other
groups not meeting means even church people aren’t getting to be around each other as often. This isn’t even bringing up the politics and unrest that have people really worked up and
speaking forcibly against each other. And, sometimes, being stuck with the same person or persons
for months on end has added its own frustrations and divisions.
For whatever reason, people seem more ready to condemn and cut themselves off from people who see things differently than they do. In some cases, it may be from a place of righteous anger. Are there people you have come to like less over the last few months? That may not be
something we want to admit, even if it’s true.
The world is a divided, often bitterly divided and sin-filled place. But that’s why it’s all the
more amazing that God, who is all love and always seeking community and relationship, would go
to such great lengths to reach us. I came upon a quote the other day that really reminded me of
this. In her book God for Us (San Francisco: Harper San Francisco, 1993, pp. 353-354), author
Catherine Mowry LaCugna reminds us of what God has done and is doing for us –
“God goes forth from God, God creates the world, God suffuses its history and dwells within it,
redeeming the world from within. God makes an eternal gift to the world of God’s very self. Through
the outpouring of God into our hearts as love, we become by grace what God already is by nature,
namely, self-donating love for the other.”
While the irritations and struggles and sins of the world work hard to capture our attention,
may we realize that this is the exact world that Jesus died to save. Bitterness and division and all the
other demonic powers are nothing new to God. But God also knows the only antidote – self
donating love. We don’t love others because they agree with us or act as we think they
should. We love because God doesn’t love us that way, but purely and unselfishly. Don’t you want
to live in a world where all love unselfishly? I do, and I will, God willing, one day in heaven. But in
the meantime, God gives us each a chance to make the world a better place through sacrificial,
unconditional love for others. May each of us do our part to show the people around us and the
whole world what true love looks like.
In Christs Love,
Shannon Davis
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Help in Crisis
Are you or is someone you know going
through a crisis in life? These crises
happen in all of our lives at one time or
another. They include such things as
depression over the loss of a job, grief at
the death of a loved one, the necessity of
hospitalization, the birth of a child.
When crisis come, it is helpful to have
someone who cares for you. During this
difficult time of the Pandemic, and the
ability to be with those you love, you
may want someone to walk with you.
We have Stephen Ministers who are
available to be there with you during
this difficult time.
For more information about how to have a
Stephen Minister please contact:
Karen Bell 256-5515

Hey Ladies!
Would you like to join a Share and Care Group
beginning Tuesday, October 6, 2020?

Christ’s Crew (1st-2nd) and King’s Kids
(3rd-4th) will be cranking up on September 15th for Christ’s Crew and September 17 for King’s Kids. Due to
Covid we will not be providing transportation for the time being. Please
drop your kids off at the front door of
the church after school and pick
them up at 4:30 pm. We are sorry for
this inconvenience but hopefully we
can begin picking them up before too
long. Drop the form by the church or
have them bring it with them on the
first day! We are looking forward to
seeing them!
WELCOME
NEW
MEMBERS!
Kevin & Kris Gore family,
Gabe & Grace.
They joined August 30, 2020.
They come to us from Leedy, OK
UMC.

Maybe you would like to be a part of a small
group of ladies that meet on Tuesdays from
1:00-3:00 p.m. Our first sessions will be
based on “Loved by God” which is presented
by Liz Curtis Higgs. We will learn about
“Trusting His Promises and Experiencing
His Blessings.”
Due to the Pandemic we will honor social
distancing and masks. The group will be led
by Karen Bell

Confirmation Classes Begin Sunday

Attention, 5th-7th graders and any older youth who have not gone through a confirmation class before:
Confirmation is the process the church presents to lead young people to come to formally proclaim Jesus
Christ as the Lord and Savior of their lives and to become full professing members of the congregation. It’s
important work, but we’ll have a lot of fun along the way. Shannon and Corey will be holding classes on
Sunday evenings from 6:30-8:00 p.m. over the next few months. If you are interested but have a conflict on
Sunday nights, talk to us and we’ll try to work something out. We’ll be studying the bible and United
Methodist beliefs, but will also play lots of games, do special projects, and eat some, too! Confirmation
Sunday is tentatively set for April 12. We will take a break between Thanksgiving and New Year’s.
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King’s Kids
3rd and 4th Graders
King’s Kids is a fun-filled after school program for 3rd and 4th graders. It is held at the First United
Methodist Church on 1111 Downs. King’s Kids meets on Thursdays after school when school is in session.
We have snacks, songs, a short Bible lesson, and play some awesome games! King’s Kids will begin on
Thursday, Sept. 17, 2020.
Due to COVID we will not be picking up the children at school this year. We will begin after school is
out when everyone gets here. You may drop your children off at the front door of the church and pick them
up at 4:30. Please use the west entrance to the church and drive around the church for drop off and pick up.
This will keep traffic off of Downs Ave.
Please fill out this information & bring it with you or drop it by the church.
Child’s Name_________________________________ Child’s Grade in School_______
Parent’s Name_________________________________
Address______________________________________
Phone # ______
Email Address: _______________________________
Alternate phone number: ________________________________________
Allergies: ___________________________________________________

______ I give permission to the First United Methodist Church to
publish my child’s name and or picture to the following entities:
Church newsletter, website, social media, local and state
newspapers for the purpose of information, public relations, promotional and/ or publicity.
________ I DO NOT give permission to the above release.
_______________________________________
Parent Signature

I know lots of you have this
Superpower. inside of you!
Once again, we are needing
Sunday School teachers in
Children’s Ministry!
Please prayerfully consider
joining us in shaping the
minds of our youngest members of our church family! Nothing is more important! Please let Debbie
know if you would be willing to help us as a full time
or substitute teacher!
Bible Blast is a tool for families to
talk, walk, lie down, get up, tie,
wear, and write the word of God
on your child’s heart. (based on
Deuteronomy 6:4-9). The focus is to
keep parents on the right road and appropriate
age level to accomplish the goal of impressing the
Word of God on the hearts of their children. The
program is designed for 4 year olds through 6th
graders. This is an excellent program that can be
done year after year. Participation can give your
children the tools they need to navigate the mine
fields of our world today. There is a cost of
$45.00 to purchase the Bible Blast Bible and manual. It is a onetime purchase and can be used for
your entire family year after year. Children and
parents will sit down each week and read and discuss the assigned reading for the week. On
Wednesday evenings from 6:00-6:45 pm, the children who participate will be questioned on the
weekly reading and will earn BIBLE BUCKS for
each correct answer. The BIBLE BUCKS can then be
used to purchase prizes in our BIBLE BLAST store.
Call Debbie at the church if you are interested in
having your family participate in this wonderful
Study. (256-5515 or email
debbie@fumcwoodward.com)
Monetary Donations to restock the bible blast
store would be greatly app
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Thank you for all your prayers. Dale is still having
back pain where the cancer i .
Dale & Barbara Arnold
Dear Church family,
Thank you for the beautiful altar flowers. Thanks to
Carolyn Riffel for bringing them and for the good visit
we had . God Bless you all. Lena Mae
FUMC,
Thanks fore the altar flowers. We enjoy them!
Ellen & Ernie Walcher
Dear Church Family,
Doug & I so appreciate all the cards, phone call, and
especially the prayers. We know it is inly through the
grace of God and prayers that we have come through
the last two months. Thank you to Shannon for all the
phone calls and prayers. We have a long road ahead,
we fee certain that God is in control.
God Bless You. Doug & Teresa Eagon
Dear Church Family,
Thanks for all the caring, thoughts, prayers, cards,
visits , and food! All of you are so special;. It makes
my recovery so much easier.
Shannon thanks for your calls and prayers.
Continue prayers for our friends and family during this
trying time.
God bless you all. Love Pat Hamon

Pre K – Sixth Graders join us on
Wednesday Nights beginning
September 16th, at 6 –6:45 pm in the
Kid’s Room for tons of fun! We will sing
some songs, work on the Christmas
Program, play some games, do some
Bible Blast and learn about Jesus!
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

CHRIST’S CREW
For 1st and 2nd Graders
M I S S I O N S TAT E M E N T
“ T O MAKE D ISCIPLES F OR JESUS CHRIST”
10/10
10/14
10/15
10/19
10/28

Fred & Sandy Craig
Doug & Amber Riley
Gary & Teresa Sweet
John & Helen Riley
Matthew & Amber Simpson

PRAYERS AND CONCERNS
Recent Hospital Stays; Doug Eagon (Jim Thorp Rehab)
At Home: Mike & Kathryn Upchurch, Bruce Stout, Mary Bishop, Jim & Betty
Steenbergen, Glennys Shillings, Ernestine Gay, Lucille Stocking, Steve Martin,
Bendena Wirz, Wilber Cheap, Earlene Alley, Helen Sundstrom, Don & Ramona
Dauphin, Bob Meyer, Elise Solloway, Don Morris, Jim Robertson, Rusty
Menefee, Lena Mae Regan, Jo Lyn Page, Yvonne Branstetter, Betty Schneider
In Nursing Homes or Care Facilities:
Barbara Carr, Mickey Armstrong, Wanda Stricker, Lawrence Rauch, Marvin
Junker, Jim & Barbara Parrish, Linda Hunter, Lottie Lynes
Other: Our Troops and their Families
Sympathy Extended to:
Family of J. Doug Williams, Frank Harrington & Family (Aunt), Gary Gartrell &
Family (Grandmother). Gerald Newby & Family (Step-Father), Sandra Smith &
Family (Son)
Special Prayer Request:

All Government Leaders

Prayer Requests: Our Prayer Team meets every Monday in the Library at 4:00
pm. You are invited to attend, or you may call the church office with
specific prayer requests. (256-5515)

10/01 Jana Walker
10/02 Ashley Moelling
Pearl Smith
10/03 Ray Blakley
Aiden Kirksey
Betty Roberts
10/04 Hunter Harrison
10/05 Nichole Bierig
Brittaney von Biedenfeld
10/06 Rick Bayliff
Karen Graves
Ronda Jones
Abby Mead
10/30 Bodey Vap
Paula Odell
10/31 Sandra Smith
10/07 Autry Province
10/08 Kendal Wells
Don Matheson
10/09 Eldon Merklin
Logan Andrews
Laura Hayes
Paula Watson
10/12 Selena Marlatt
Kent Parsons
10/13 Vi Thomas
Elizabeth Terbush
Harley Waters
10/14 Tom Hoock
10/17 Kylea Cartwright
Jerry Frech
10/18 Teresia England
10/ 19 Mark Moseley
10/20 Ellie Domnick
10/22 Donna Bayliff
Percy Cope
Mark Freeman
10/23 Gypsie Simpson
10/24 Julie Clemence
Bill Fanning
10/25 Shawna Adams
Dale Moody
10/26 Jerry McAllister
10/27 Emry Andrews
10/28 Carol Vloedman
10/29 Gene Meyer
Steve Meyer

Christ’s Crew is a fun-filled after school program for 1st and 2nd graders. It is held at the First United
Methodist Church on 1111 Downs. Christ’s Crew meets on Tuesdays after school when school is in session.
We have snacks, songs, a short Bible lesson, and play some awesome games! Christ’s Crew will begin on
Tuesday, Sept. 15, 2020.
Due to COVID we will not be picking up the children at school this year. We will begin after school is out
when everyone gets here. You may drop your children off at the front door of the church and pick them up at
4:30. Please use the west entrance to the church and drive around the church for drop off and pick up. This
will keep traffic off of Downs Ave.
Please fill out this information & bring it with you or drop it by the church.
Child’s Name_________________________________ Child’s Grade in School_______
Parent’s Name_________________________________
Address______________________________________
Phone # ______
Email Address: _______________________________
Alternate phone number: ________________________________________
Allergies: ___________________________________________________

______ I give permission to the First United Methodist Church to
publish my child’s name and or picture to the following entities:
Church newsletter, website, social media, local and state
newspapers for the purpose of information, public relations, promotional and/ or publicity.
________ I DO NOT give permission to the above release.
_______________________________________
Parent Signature

